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Dear Convenor, 

COVID-19 RESPONSE – EARLY LEARNING AND CHILDCARE UPDATE 

The Education and Skills Committee are aware that all registered childcare services were 
able to reopen from 15 July 2020 if they wished to do so.  I have previously updated the 
Committee with copies of the guidance which has supported the safe reopening of childcare 
services from 3 June, when childminding services and fully outdoor childcare services could 
reopen, to the latest guidance for the wider childcare sector published on 15 June and 3 July 
for school-aged childcare. 

I have been clear that I don’t want to keep any of the public health restrictions in place for 
any longer than is necessary. On 16 July the First Minister and Deputy First Minister, at the 
daily press briefing, confirmed that if the virus remains suppressed then the Scottish 
Government will be able to ease current public health restrictions. Today the First Minister 
confirmed that the Scottish Government has published refreshed guidance for all childcare 
services, which will take effect from 10 August. The updated guidance documents can be 
found: 

 Guidance for early learning and childcare services

 Guidance for childminding services

 Guidance for out of school care services

 Guidance for fully outdoor childcare services
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We have reviewed, and been able to ease, the restrictions on children remaining in small 
consistent groups and avoiding attending more than one setting (known as blended 
childcare).  The changing restrictions do not mean a ‘return to normal’. This guidance 
continues to stress that minimising overall contacts is important for the continued 
suppression of the virus and efficacy of test and protect. The guidance sets out a package of 
age-appropriate public health measures that minimises the risks for staff, children, families 
and communities, based on public health advice. 

All of the guidance and changes to restrictions on childcare services is based on scientific 
and expert advice received from the Advisory Sub Group on Education and Children’s 
Issues. We have today published that advice and you can find that on the Scottish 
Government’s website. 

The Scottish Government has also today published interim guidance on the requirements for 
ELC settings and local authorities regarding the delivery of Funding Follows the Child and 
the National Standard from August 2020.  

The guidance has been designed to support local authorities and providers to work in 
partnership to enable the delivery of as much of the National Standard criteria as possible, 
but to highlight where flexibility may be required. 

A new timetable for the full implementation of Funding Follows the Child and the 
underpinning National Standard for all ELC providers will be agreed alongside the new 
timetable for 1140 implementation.  

We are grateful to the Care Inspectorate, Education Scotland, local authorities and the 
childcare sector representative organisations for their involvement in the development of 
these documents.  

MAREE TODD 
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